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to be the mere creation of the State, as school-
masters and teachers may be, as soldiers or magis-
trates, or other public officers/119 The Eoman
Church could not but regard the question of
ecclesiastical liberty as the fundamental question.
Her independence was no theological question to
be proved by theological argument. 'If the
Church is independent of the State in things
spiritual/ he scornfully said,120 'it is not simply
because Bishop Pearson has extolled her powers
in Ms exposition of the Creed, though divines are
brought forward as authorities too; but by reason
of "the force of that article of our belief, the one
Catholic and Apostolic Church." * The source of
her power is a divine mystery which, because
reason may not penetrate it, that reason may never
resolve. She has her unvarying principles and
dogmas which do not change with the shifting
sands of time. Nor is the Catholic Church a
national church since that must, man's nature
being what it is, be necessarily Erastian. For if
the Church be Erastian it can not be independent;
yet her independence is the very root of her nature.
'You hold and rightly hold/ he told his audience,121
'that the Church is a sovereign and self-sustaining
power in the same sense in which any temporal
State is such. She is sufficient for herself; she is
absolutely independent in her own sphere; she has
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